Governor Jon Corzine

Office of the Governor
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Governor Corzine:

Due to the influential leadership you provide in the redevelopment of the World Trade Center site, including the Tower Two project, I am writing to request your support for the preservation of the Vesey St. Survivors' Stairway.  As you may know, this stairway is the last remaining above-ground remnant of the World Trade Center complex and was used by hundreds of people to evacuate the complex on September 11th, 2001. For many, it was the only route of escape, and is thus now termed the "Survivors' Stairway."

While the stairway survived the collapse of the buildings, as well as the subsequent clean-up efforts, it is endangered now because it is located within the site slated for the construction of Tower Two.  In fact, the National Trust for Historic Preservation recently named the Survivors' Stairway as one of "America's 11 Most Endangered Places."

The image of stairs is a critical element of the story of September 11th. Everyone who escaped that day did so by going down stairs.  And in going down, they were passed by the hundreds of firefighters and rescuers climbing stairs… heroes who ultimately met their deaths.  It is clear that the Survivors' Stairway has become a symbol of hope and survival for thousands, as well as an iconic reminder of the day America lost her innocence.

There is a long tradition of preserving ruins to commemorate important historic events.  On every continent, great states have found ways to incorporate preserved ruins with new structures.  Integration of the Survivors' Stairway into the design for the reconstruction of the World Trade Center Site would recognize the importance of September 11 in the life of our country, and would show great leadership within this tradition.  Please support the preservation of the Survivors' Stairway at the World Trade Center Site, to ensure that its great national significance is not lost.
Sincerely,

